had to a large extent become socialized, Now to the average
observer in Germany, quite the reverse appeared to obtain,
but von Papen's hearers agreed, and so he went on to the
next theme. He wished to put before them in correct form
(within the framework of the Constitution, they would
naturally understand) the new radical direction State policy
would take.

While such meetings as these were being held in Berlin,
throughout the country all classes had reached the end
of their patience and their pockets. The notoriously
forgetful Chancellor, busy with academic arguments about
the future, had not yet redeemed his promise to repeal the
ban on the Brownshirts, and it was with difficulty that the
personality of Hitler kept their temper in check. Goring
was inciting their passions with his inflammatory speeches,
and it had got about that he had told General von Schleicher
that unless the ban was repealed immediately " things must
take their natural course ". Von Schleicher knew very well
what the natural course would be. Streets running in blood
and the Reichswehr called out to put an end to the conflict,
So he went back to von Papen and reported Goring's con-
versation, whereupon the ban on the storm troops was hastily
repealed, for he did not want to have the Nazis " behind "
him, in the other sense, so early in his Chancellorial career.

The most important incident in von Papen's Chancellorship
was the result of the Lausanne Conference in June and July,
which entitled him to stand for just one second on a polit-
ical and diplomatic equality with Brtining and Stresemann.
He succeeded at last in convincing the Powers that Ger-
many must be helped or go under and his appeal freed the
German Nation, not only from paying tribute for having lost
the war, but proved beyond doubt that she had won the peace.
The mere promise to pay at some distant date (and if it
was not paid, the promissory note would be torn up) the
sum of three milliard marks, put an end to any further
payment in the meantime. It sounds a peculiar way of
running business, but an inspection of the agreement will
confirm this, although in slightly more mystifying language.
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